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Draft minutes of the meeting 

 

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) 

 

ACTION TEAM NO. 1 

   

Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy 
 

Seventh Meeting, 23 February 2005, Vienna, Austria 

 
 

1. The seventh meeting of the action team #1, Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide 

Environmental Monitoring Strategy was held in Vienna, Austria on Wednesday, 23 February 2004. 

The participants adopted the agenda of the meeting as in Annex I. 

 

2. The representatives from the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Syria, USA, UK, Italy, 

India and UN-OOSA attended the meeting. 

 

3. Mr. Parviz Tarikhi from the Iranian Space Agency, as the chairman of the meeting opened the 

meeting by welcoming the participants and expressing his gratitude for the effort put by the 

members and pointed out that the team is going to enter to a new phase in its activity due to the 

endorsement of General Assembly of the Plan of Action proposed by COPUOS in which the 

continuation of the work of the Action Team is considered necessary.     

 

4. The participants of the meeting adopted the draft minutes of the sixth meeting of the action 

team that was held on 4 June 2004 on the margins of the 47
th

 COPUOS Meeting (Annex II). 

 

5. The Chairman shortly briefed the participants on background documents with a particular 

emphasis on the UNGA Res.59/2 and document A/59/174, referring respectively to the work of the 

Action Teams, as a useful mechanism for implementing results within the UN system, and to the 

Plan of Action contained in the UNISPACE III + 5 Report, both to be considered as the basis for 

the further work of the Action Team #1. 

 

6. The chairman of the meeting also briefed the participants about the activities carried out since 

the sixth meeting of the Action Team that was held on 4 June 2004 in the margins of the 47
th

 

COPUOS Meeting. He pointed out that the activity of the action team number 1 and the necessity of 

its continuation is endorsed by General Assembly in the 37
th

 plenary meeting of its Fifty-ninth 

session held on 20 October 2004, as contained in the document A/RES/59/2 dated 3
rd

 December 

2004. He added that according the Plan of Action of COPUOS, the work of the action team number 

1 provides a solid basis for making further progress in the follow-up to the United Nations 

Millennium Summit and the World Summit on Sustainable Development. He added also that it is an 

important stage for the team and it is expected that the members of the action team put more 

attention and contribute more in the activates of the team so that the team could achieve its goals as 

defined for it. He mentioned that this will be possible if we put forces together to increase the 

synergy as much as possible under the support and guidance of OOSA.           

 

7. The floor was then opened for discussion and, among the issues arisen, the need of a greater 

participation and cooperation in the work of the Action Team among its members, and the necessity 

of reorganizing the work of the Action Team was highlighted by the delegates of Iran and Syria. 
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8. The UK representative (BNSC/CEOS) referred to the establishment of GEO, and GEOSS 10-

year implementation plan, and to possible linkage of the AT#1 to the GEO Secretariat, also in the 

light of the role that UK plays in CEOS and its involvement in GEO. 

 

9. The USA representative supported the UK position also considering OOSA’s participation in 

GEO. 

 

10. The need of a networking between the AT and GEO was highlighted by the Syrian co-

chairman in order not to duplicate actions on common issues. 

 

11. The issue of the proposed pilot project for “the establishment of an institute on the issue of 

integrated comprehensive data in environmental monitoring” (A/AC.105/C.1/L.275 pag.30) and its 

duration (one year), was considered not to be realistic by the representative of India and subject to a 

further revision. 

 

12. The need of creating a network, internal and external to the AT for the exchange of 

knowledge and expertise, and increasing the participation in the Action Team were considered as 

key-points of the discussion. Proposals were made by the Chairs to inquire the reasons of this lack 

of participation by members of the Team (funds, unconsciousness, short-notice, etc) and possible 

solutions to overcome it; to increase the participation to the AT with regard to the number and 

quality of participants, and the number of meetings of the Team. The proposal to “categorize” 

participants in “permanent and advisers” was made and need of continuity in the participation by 

same members was also highlighted for the benefit and the progress of the work of the AT.  

 

13. In this regard, the Secretariat was asked to report to the members of the Team and make them 

aware of the latest documents relevant to the Team (Res. 59/2 and A/59/174) and the highlighted 

requirement of their participation. 

 

14. The floor was then opened to discussion on undertaken projects related to environmental 

monitoring at national, regional and global level. The pilot projects on the monitoring of 

desertification and floods were considered as priorities at the regional and global level. 

 

15. Concluding remarks were made by the Chairman that can be summarized as following: 

 

 Review of the organizational structure of the work of the Action Team 

 Network and joint cooperation with other Organizations already involved in 

Environment to benefit their experience and enhance the work of the Action Team 

 OOSA could support in reporting/contacting the members of the Team and removing 

obstacles to participation. In this regard, the OOSA representative took the floor in 

order not to commit the Office with any specific promise and/or commitment but 

offering at the same time potential support, if any. 

 

16.  The Team agreed to hold its eighth meeting on the margins of the next COPUOS session to 

be held from 8 to 17 June 2005. The exact date of the meeting will be announced to the members 

after finalizing with OOSA.   
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Annex I: Agenda of the meeting 

 

Provisional Agenda of the 7th Meeting 

 

Action Team Meeting for the Recommendation 1 of UNISPACEIII 

“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring 

Strategy” 

 
Wednesday, 23

rd
 Febuary 2005 

Vienna, Austria 
 

Conference Room VII, Vienna International Center 
09:00-12:00 hrs. 

 
09:00    Opening and welcome note by one of the chairpersons  

 

09:05     Presentation of participants and election of the meeting chairman   
 

09:15  Approval of the Agenda  
 

09:20 Adoption of the minutes of the sixth meeting, 4 June 2004  
 

09:25 Briefing the members on the activities carried out by the team 
since the sixth meeting of the Action Team on 4 June 2004 by the 
Iranian co-chairperson of the action team 

 

09:35 Discussion on the expected activities as agreed by the action team, 
(a) undertaking demonstration and pilot projects related to 
environmental monitoring at national, regional and global levels,   

 

10:35 Break 

 

10:45 Discussion on the expected activities as agreed by the action team, 
(b) convening a global conference with support by the United 

Nations  

 

11:30    Conclusions 
 

11:50next meeting: venue and date 
 

12:00      Adjourn 
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Annex II: The Draft Minutes of the 6
th

 Meeting of the Action Team number 1 

 

Draft minutes of the meeting 

 

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) 

 

ACTION TEAM NO. 1 

 

Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy 
 

Sixth Meeting, 4 June 2004, Vienna, Austria 

 
 

1. Sixth meeting of the action team #1, Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental 

Monitoring Strategy was held in Vienna, Austria on Friday, 4 June 2004. The participants 

adopted the agenda of the meeting as in Annex I. 

 

2. The representatives from the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Syria, Russian Federation, 

ISPRS and UN OOSA attended the meeting. 

 

3. Mr. Alexey Movlyav from the Sovinformsputnik, as the chairman of the meeting opened the 

meeting by welcoming the participants and expressing its gratitude for the effort put by the 

members particularly Syria, Iran and Russia for preparing the Report of the Action Team.  

 

4. The participants of the meeting adopted the draft minutes of the fifth meeting of the action team 

that was held on 19 February 2004 in the margins of the 41st STS-COPUOS Meeting (Annex II).  

 
5. Open discussion conducted by the meeting on the interaction with GEO Group and contribution to 

its effort.    

 

6. The issue of the proposed pilot projects was also discussed by the meeting and the plan for 

implementing of the projects especially the funding is considered very important. The issue of 

contribution from OOSA and the feedback from it is also recognized essential.    

 

7. The team agreed to hold its seventh meeting in the margins of the next STS-COPUOS meeting 

in 2005. The time schedule of the meeting will be announced to the members after finalizing 

with OOSA.   

 



Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

The Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) 

 
ACTION TEAM FOR RECOMMENDATION NO. 1 

"Develop a comprehensive worldwide environmental monitoring strategy" 

 
Seventh Meeting of the Action Team  

Wednesday 23 February 2005 

VIC, Vienna, Austria 
 

Report on the activities that have been carried out since the Sixth Meeting of the Action 

Team on 4 June 2004 on the margins of the 47
th

 Meeting of COPUOS 
 

 

Since the sixth action team meeting held on 4
th

 June 2004 on the margins of the 47
th

 

Meeting of the Committee of the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS), a report of 

which was presented to the COPUOS, the team entered a new phase in its activities.  

I have the honor to announce that the activity of the action team number 1 and the 

necessity of its continuation is endorsed by General Assembly in the 37
th

 plenary meeting 

of its Fifty-ninth session held on 20 October 2004, as contained in the document 

A/RES/59/2 dated 3
rd

 December 2004. According the Plan of Action of COPUOS, the 

work of the action team number 1 provides a solid basis for making further progress in 

the follow-up to the United Nations Millennium Summit and the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development. This is an important stage for the team and it is expected that 

the members of the action team put more attention and contribute more in the activates of 

the team so that the team could achieve its goals as defined for it. No doubt, this will be 

possible if we put forces together to increase the synergy as much as possible under the 

support and guidance of OOSA. Today according to the agenda of the meeting we will 

try to discuss the activity and future way of the team, its needs and requirements and what 

the members can carry out for the success of the team and reaching its aims.           

 

Thank you! 



Report of the  

ACTION TEAM NO. 1  

   
Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring 

Strategy 
 

presented by  

the Co-Chair of the team from the Islamic Republic of Iran  
before the 

 

Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of the Committee of the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS),  

24 February 2005 
Vienna, Austria 

 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

On behalf of the other co-chairs and members of the Action Team #1 

“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” of 

the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations 

Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE 

III) I would like to take this opportuinty to give a brief report of the activity 

of the action team about its work and current status. 

The action team began its work in 2001 and organized its first meeting in the 

margins of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of COPUOS in February 

2002. The team suceeded to carry out one of its principle tasks, preparing 

the report of the team for submission to the Scientific and Technical 

Subcommittee of COPUOS in due time in December 2003.  

With the membership of 23 countries and 10 international, national and non-

governmantal organiaztions the team targets the following aims: 

 To address the needs and requirements for use and protection of 

environment through improvement and control methods approved by 

different countries, and  

 To develop a comprehensive worldwide environmental monitoring 

strategy for long-term global observations by building on existing 

space and ground capabilities. 

 

Sharing of data between the countries and organizations, enhancing the 

partnership between relevant national, regional and internatinal institutions, 

and the availability of the satellite data for the planners, decision makers as 

well as specialists and scientists involved in the issues related to the 

environmental monoitoring are given the great importance by the team. The 

team believes that greater scientific and technical coopeartion, knowledge 

enhancement and exchanging of the experiences, and development of the 

policies leading to sustainable environmental development are among the  



basic actions that should be carried out for the fulfillment of the goals of the 

action team. 

The team has organized seven coordination meetings in the margins of STS-

COPUOS and COPUOS meetings to discuss the issues before the action in 

fulfilling its tasks. The latest meeting of the team was held on Wednesday, 

23 February 2005. The team is pleased that the contionuation of its activity 

is endorsed by General Assembly in the 37th plenary meeting of its Fifty-

ninth session held on 20 October 2004, as contained in the document 

A/RES/59/2 dated 3rd December 2004. According to the Plan of Action of 

COPUOS, the work of the action team number 1 in addition to three other 

action teams provide a solid basis for making further progress in the follow-

up to the United Nations Millennium Summit and the World Summit on 

Sustainable Development. Therefore the team is now in an important stage 

and it is expected that the members of the action team put more attention 

and contribute more in the activates of the team to enable it in reaching its 

goals. We believe that it would be possible if the team memebers join forces 

to increase the synergy of the team work as much as possible under the 

support and guidance of OOSA. As one of the key issues that the last 

meeting of the action team pinpointed is the importance of the engagement 

of the Action Team with other international entities with the same goals and 

aims. The necessity of networking also received high priority by the 

members. At present increasing and enhancing the participation of the team 

members in the work of the Action Team in reaching its goals and aims is 

considered as a great necessity for the work of the team.  

The action team sincerely extends its graet appreciation to the Office for 

Outer Space Affairs (OOSA) and the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of 

COPUOS for the continued support of the team for carrying out its tasks, and 

hopes that with the further supports from OOSA and STS-COPUOS will be 

able to accomplish one of the Recommendations of the UNISPACE-III.        

 

Thank You 
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ACTION TEAM ON ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING STRATEGY 

(UNISPACE III Recommendation No. 1) 

 

7th Meeting, 23 February 2005, 9 a.m. 

Conference Room VII, Vienna International Centre, Vienna Austria 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 

 

A. PLACE OF THE MEETING 

 
Date, time and place of the meeting 

 

The fifth meeting of the Action Team on Environmental Monitoring Strategy (UNISPACE III 

recommendation no. 1) will be held at the Vienna International Centre (VIC), Wagramerstrasse 5, A-

1220, Vienna. The Vienna International Centre has its own U-Bahn (metro) stop, called 

“Kaisermühlen/Vienna International Centre”, which is on the line U-1 (red). From the platform, follow 

the sign for “Vienna International Centre” (not “Austria Centre”).  This will take you directly to the Gate 

1 entry point for the Vienna International Centre. 

 

The meeting will begin on Wednesday, 23 February 2005, at 9 a.m. in Conference Room VII, on the 

seventh floor of Building C.  

 

Security: registration and conference passes 

 

Security regulations at the VIC require that all participants possess conference/grounds passes.  To enter 

the VIC, the participants of the Meeting must receive conference passes at the United Nations Security 

and Safety Section Pass Office at Gate 1 of the VIC. 

 

The Pass Office will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Participants should provide an appropriate form 

of identification to receive conference passes. 

 

Participants are requested not to leave any luggage or briefcases unattended. 

 

Lost and found is operated by the United Nations Security in Room F0E21 on the ground floor of the 

VIC. 

 

Catering services 

 

A cafeteria, a restaurant and a cocktail lounge/bar are located in Building F of the VIC, entrance level.  

The restaurant (table reservation recommended, ext. 4877) is open from 11:30 am to 2:30 p.m.  The 

cafeteria is open from 7:30 to 10:00 am and from 11:30 am to 2:30 p.m. A coffee bar located on the 

seventh floor in Building C will be in operation from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Banks 

 

The Bank Austria-Creditanstalt has branches on the first floor of Building C of the VIC and at the 

entrance level of Building D of the VIC.  Both branches provide full banking services.  Bank hours are 

from 9:00 am to 3:00 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, and from 9.00 am to 5:30 p.m. 

on Thursday. 
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Medical services 

 

Medical attention is available from the clinic operated by the Joint Medical Service located at the VIC, 

Building F, seventh floor (extension 22225 and, for emergencies 22222). 

 

Postal service 

 

A post office on the first floor of Building C of the VIC provides all regular postal services, including 

cable, fax and telephone services, Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Travel services 

 

Carlson Wagonlit is at the disposal of participants requiring assistance with such matters as travel, 

sightseeing, car rental and excursions.  The travel offices are located in the corridor connecting the Main 

Lobby in Building C with Building F of the VIC.  The office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:30 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

 

Visitor Center 

 

Information desk for guided tours of the VIC and several shops are located at the Visitor Center at Gate 1 

of the VIC.  The information desk at the Visitor Center (ext. 3328) is open from Monday through Friday, 

from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

United Nations Postal Administration (UNPA) 

Services of UNPA (including procurement of UN stamps and dissemination of philatelic information) are 

available at the Visitor Center from Monday through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 

to 4:30 p.m. 

 

United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) 

UNICEF counter (for greeting cards, gifts and publications) is open on Monday and Tuesday from 10:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and from Wednesday through Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

UNO Café 

Open Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Flower Shop (Blumen Pajak) 

Open from Monday through Friday, from 8:15 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

 

Hairdresser (Bundy & Bundy) 

Open from Monday through Friday, from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 

Souvenir Shop 

Open from Monday through Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Smoking 

 

Smoking is not allowed inside the conference and meeting rooms at the VIC.  The VIC is a smoke-free 

environment.  Smoking is allowed only in the clearly designated areas, where “smoking permitted” signs 

are displayed. 
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Mobile telephone 

 

Use of mobile telephone is not allowed in the conference rooms. 

 

 

B. TRAVEL INFORMATION 
 

Language, Currency and Credit Cards 

The language spoken in Austria is German.  The currency used is the Euro (€). Most hotels, restaurants 

and shops accept internationally valid credit cards. 

 

Climate 

The average temperature in February is between -2 and 4 °C, or 28 and 39 °F.  The average precipitation 

is 37.3 mm, or 1.5 inches. 

 

Time Zone 

Austria follows Central European Time, which is Universal Coordinated Time + 1 at the time of the 

meeting.  

 

Electricity 

The electric voltage is 220 volts (50 cycles).  A standard voltage converter and plug adapter should be 

sufficient for conversions.  Normally, the electrical outlets in Vienna require a two-prong plug with round 

prongs.  Computer modems require a European plug adapter and phone jack adapter that can be easily 

purchased at an appliance store for about € 1.50. 

 

Shopping 

Shops are generally open from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on weekdays, and from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 

Saturdays.  Shops are closed on Sundays. 

 

Arrival at the International Airport of Vienna-Schwechat 

Vienna International Airport is located about 16 km south-east of Vienna. Public transport to the city 

centre is provided by shuttle bus (Vienna Airport Services) to the Vienna City Air Terminal, which is 

located across the street from a subway station (lines U3/U4, Landstrasse).  There is a taxi stand in front.  

The shuttle bus leaves the airport outside the building of the arrival area every 20 minutes.  Travel time is 

about 20 minutes, and the fare is € 5.80 for one way, and € 10.90 for a round-trip.  A taxi from the airport 

to the city centre costs approximately € 32.00. 
 



ACTION TEAM NO. 1  

   
Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring 

Strategy 
 

Statement by  

the Co-Chair of the team from the Islamic Republic of Iran  
before the 

 

Working Group of the Whole of the  
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of the Committee of the Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS),  
28 February 2005 

Vienna, Austria 
 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

On behalf of the members and co-chairs of the Action Team #1 “Develop a 

Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” of the 

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations 

Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE 

III) I would like to take this opportuinty to announce the readiness and 

interest of the team to continue its activity.  

The team is pleased that the contionuation of its activity is endorsed by 

General Assembly in the 37th plenary meeting of its Fifty-ninth session held 

on 20 October 2004, as contained in the document A/RES/59/2 dated 3rd 

December 2004.  

Following its seventh meeting on Friday 24th February this year, the team 

presently is in the process of setting up its work to well benefit the available 

possibilities.  

With the membership of 23 countries and 10 international, national and non-

governmantal organiaztions the team further welcomes the involvement of 

the internatinal entities such as IGOS-P and the others in its activities.   

The team now is in an important era and it is expected that the members of 

the action team put more attention and contribute in the activates of the 

team to enable it in reaching its goals. We believe that it would be possible if 

the team memebers jointly increase the synergy of the team work as much 

as possible under the support and guidance of under support and guidence 

of the Committee on Peacefull Uses of Outer Space and the Office for Outer 

Space Affairs.  

At present increasing and enhancing the participation of the team members 

in the work of the Action Team in reaching its goals and aims is considered 

as a great necessity for the work of the team.  

The action team sincerely extends once again its appreciation to the Office 

for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA) and the Scientific and Technical 

Subcommittee of COPUOS for the continued support of the team for carrying 



out its tasks, and hopes that with the further supports from OOSA and STS-

COPUOS will be able to accomplish one of the Recommendations of the 

UNISPACE-III.        

 

Thank You 

 


