
Draft minutes of the meeting 

 

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III)  

 

ACTION TEAM NO. 1  

   

Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy 
 

Sixth Meeting, 4 June 2004, Vienna, Austria 

 
 

1. Sixth meeting of the action team #1, Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental 

Monitoring Strategy was held in Vienna, Austria on Friday, 4 June 2004. The participants adopted the 

agenda of the meeting as in Annex I. 

 

2. The representatives from the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Syria, Russian Federation, 

ISPRS and UN OOSA attended the meeting. 

 

3. Mr. Alexey Movlyav from the Sovinformsputnik, as the chairman of the meeting opened the 

meeting by welcoming the participants and expressing its gratitude for the effort put by the members 

particularly Syria, Iran and Russia for preparing the Report of the Action Team.  

 

4. The participants of the meeting adopted the draft minutes of the fifth meeting of the action team 

that was held on 19 February 2004 in the margins of the 41st STS-COPUOS Meeting (Annex II).  

 
5. Open discussion conducted by the meeting on the interaction with GEO Group and contribution to its 

effort.    

 

6. The issue of the proposed pilot projects was also discussed by the meeting and the plan for 

implementing of the projects especially the funding is considered very important. The issue of contribution 

from OOSA and the feedback from it is also recognized essential.    

 

7. The team agreed to hold its seventh meeting in the margins of the next STS-COPUOS meeting in 

2005. The time schedule of the meeting will be announced to the members after finalizing with OOSA.   

 



Annex I: Agenda of the meeting 

 

Agenda of the 6th Meeting  
 

Action Team Meeting for the Recommendation 1 of UNISPACEIII 

“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” 

 
Friday, 4

th
 June 2004 

Vienna, Austria  

Conference Room VII, Vienna International Center 
09:00-12:00 hrs. 

 

09:00    Opening and welcome note by one of the chairpersons  
 
09:05     Presentation of participants and election of the meeting 

chairman   
 
09:15  Approval of the Agenda  
 
09:20 Adoption of the minutes of the fifth meeting, 19 February 

2004  

 

09:25 Report on the activities carried out since the fifth meeting 
of the Action Team on 19 February 2004 by the Iranian 
co-chairperson of the action team 

 

09:35 Open discussions on the Report of the Action Team 
submitted to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee 
of COPUOS and the way ahead  

 

10:20 Break 

 

10:30 Discussion on the expected activities as agreed by the 
action team, (a) undertaking demonstration and pilot 
projects related to environmental monitoring at national, 
regional and global levels,  

 

10:50 Discussion on the expected activities as agreed by the 
action team, (b) convening a global conference with 
support by the United Nations  

 
11:40    Conclusions 
 



11:55 next meeting: venue and date 

 
12:00      Adjourn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Annex II: The Draft Minutes of the 5

th
 Meeting of the Action Team number 1  

 

Draft minutes of the meeting 

 

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III)  

 

ACTION TEAM NO. 1  

   

Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy 
 

Fifth Meeting, 19 February 2004, Vienna, Austria 

 
 

8. Fifth meeting of the action team #1, Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental 

Monitoring Strategy was held in Vienna, Austria on Thursday, 19 February 2004. The participants 

adopted the agenda of the meeting as contained in Annex I. 

 

9. The representatives from the Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Syria, Russian Federation, 

India, United Kingdom, Nigeria, UNODC, UNEP, and UN OOSA attended the meeting. 

 

10. Mr. Parviz Tarikhi from the Iran Space Agency, as the chairman of the meeting opened the 

meeting by welcoming the participants and expressing its gratitude for the effort put by the members 

particularly Russia, Syria and Iran for preparing the Report of the Action Team.  

 

11. The participants of the meeting adopted the draft minutes of the fourth meeting of the action team 

that was held on 13 June 2003 in the margins of the 46th COPUOS Meeting.  

 

12. A report on the activities of the team for the period from 13 June 2003 to 19 February 2004, was 

given by the co-chairman from I. R. Iran, Mr. Parviz Tarikhi. 

 
13. Open discussion conducted by the meeting on the report of the Action Team that was submitted to the 

STS-COPOUS last December. The Russian co-chair of the Action Team explained the details of the Report. 

The representatives from UK, UNEP, India, and Syria commented on the report.    

 

14. On undertaking the demonstration and pilot projects related to environmental monitoring at national, 

regional and global levels the representatives from the United Kingdom, Russia, India and UNEP gave the 

comment. Developing the Desertification project considered as an important step in this regard. 

 

15. On the convening of a global conference with support by the United Nations it is announced that the 

conference will be held in conjunction with the XXth ISPRS Congress in July 2004, in Istanbul, Turkey. The 

chairman of the meeting invited all the members of the Action Team #1 to contribute for well organizing the 

conference. The co-chairs of the Action Team will negotiate with ISPRS representative and OOSA for 

organizing this conference.  

 

16. The team agreed to hold its sixth meeting in the margins of the next COPUOS meeting in June 

2004. The time schedule of the meeting will be announced to the members after finalizing with OOSA.   

 



Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

The Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) 

 
ACTION TEAM FOR RECOMMENDATION NO. 1 

"Develop a comprehensive worldwide environmental monitoring strategy" 

 
Sixth Meeting of the Action Team  

Friday 4 June 2004 

VIC, Vienna, Austria 
 

Report on the activities that have been carried out since the Third Meeting of the Action 

Team on 4 June 2004 on the margins of the 47
th

 Meeting of COPUOS 
 

 

Since the fifth action team meeting held on 19 February 2004 on the margins of the 41
st
 Meeting 

of Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of the Committee of the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space 

(COPUOS), a report of which was presented to the Subcommittee of COPUOS, the teams entered 

a new phase in its activities. The team succeeded to actively commit to prepare the report of the 

team to the COPUOS Scientific and Technical Subcommittee.  

I hope that all the distinguished embers have had time to review the content of the report. The 

report consists of different sections about of which the team members agreed earlier. I am going 

to give a very brief review of the sections of the report.  

I.  Introduction, background and justification  

II. Inventory of existing strategies at the regional and international levels 

 A. The background to global environmental monitoring 

 B. Existing strategies 

 C. Conclusions 

III.  Applications of space technology for environmental monitoring with the combined 

use of other ancillary techniques 

 A. Integration of the ground segment and ground truth 

 B. Data quality and availability 

 C. Centre for obtaining, receiving and processing information 

 D. Next steps for the development of the ground segment  

 E. Conclusion  

IV.  Examples of space applications in land, water and air environments 

 A. Air pollution and dust storms 

 B. Desertification monitoring 

 C. Forest fires 

 D. Floods 

 E. Oil spills 

 F. Volcanic eruptions 

 G. Ozone depletion 

V.  Guidelines for a comprehensive worldwide strategy: a model based on education, 

training and capacity-building 

 A. Technical components 

 B. General recommendations 

Annex I  

  Graphic representation of the environmental monitoring work plan 

Annex II 

  Proposed pilot project on remote sensing applications for monitoring of 

desertification  
 
 



  

 I.  Background 

 II.  Objectives 

 II.  Duration of the project 

 IV.  Proposed participating organizations 

 V.  Expected outputs of the project 

  A.  Monitoring of land degradation  

  B. Capacity-building 

 VI.  Activities and steps for implementation 

  Phase 1. Design of the project 

  Phase 2. Implementation of the project 

  Phase 3. Finalization of the project 

 VII.  Conditions for success 

 VIII.  Selection of areas to be monitored 
 

Annex III 

  Proposed pilot project for the establishment of an institute on the use of 

integrated comprehensive data in environmental monitoring 

 I. Introduction 

 II. Objectives 

 III. Content of the workshops and training activities 

 IV.  Duration of the pilot project 

 V.  Participants 

 VI.  Organizers 

 

The co-chairs of the action team as well as the UN authorities involved in preparing the final 

report agree that submitted report is in line with the aims and outcome of the activities of the 

action team. It is worth to mention the aims of the action team here. These are as follows: 

(a) Address the needs and requirements for use and protection of environment through 

improved monitoring methods approved by different countries and organizations;  

(b) (b) Develop a comprehensive worldwide environmental monitoring strategy for long-term 

global observations by building on existing space and ground capabilities. 

The team beveling on the following key items:  

 Necessity for sharing the available and produced data between the countries and 

organizations for better efficiency and economy in order to implement a 

comprehensive environmental monitoring strategy; 

 Possibility for setting up the strategy technically by the developed countries and 

providing field and ground data and information by developing countries; 

 Need for enhancing the partnership between relevant national, regional and 

international institutions, and building the desired capacity; 

 Necessity for availability of data for the planners, decision-makers as well as 

specialists and scientists involved in the issues related to the environmental 

monitoring,  

 

Based on what mentioned above here the recommendations of the team is going to be reviewed 

below for further discussion and clarification: 

(a) The Action Team is proposing a work plan to successfully launch a worldwide strategy 

for environmental monitoring, ensuring the sustainable use of ecosystems and promoting 

regional cooperation on critical environmental issues. The work plan should concentrate 

resources and efforts on achieving greater technical and scientific cooperation, enhancing 

knowledge and exchange of experience among countries and organizations, developing 

policies leading to sustainable environmental development, and building upon the current 

development and national environmental action plans and rural development strategies. 

(b) The work plan will consists of the following four technical components: i) networking 



  

and knowledge sharing; ii) capacity building of national and regional organizations; iii) 

regional systems for collection and distribution of information; and iv) space technology 

application for environmental monitoring. Each of these components would consist of a set of 

outputs, which will be delivered through specific activities. 

(c) The most effective solution for the continuation of reliable, integrated, comprehensive 

environmental monitoring is to develop an institutional mechanism consisting of inter-

disciplinary activities with scientific, technical, economical, political and legal aspects and 

constantly active on global scale in the interests of the environment protection and for the 

benefit of all countries. This should gradually evolve toward the creation of a United 

Environmental Monitoring System, with the following key features: i) globally acceptable, 

integrated and comprehensive; ii) supported by the data collection systems which will be 

well-structured at national, regional and global levels and coordinated with socio-economic 

information systems; iii) containing effective tools for data analysis and processing to create 

information and knowledge accessible for officials and the general public; iv) well-known to 

policy and decision makers fop its presentation of data and information in an easily 

understandable format. 

(d) The first step to create such a system could be a resolution of the General Assembly that 

defines the status of the Monitoring System. At the beginning stage of establishing the 

Monitoring System, a strategy of integrated comprehensive environment monitoring can be 

implemented through pilot projects, which would allow the local community to take practical 

steps as well as to test and practice the main technological approaches and basic ideas. 
 
I invite all the team members present here to join the discussion on the implementation of the 

recommendation number one late this at this meeting.    

 

Thank you! 



Report of the  

ACTION TEAM NO. 1  

   
Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring 

Strategy 
 

presented by  

the Co-Chair of the team from the Islamic Republic of Iran  
before the 

 

Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of the Committee of the Peaceful 
Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS),  

19 February 2004 
Vienna, Austria 

 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

On behalf of the other co-chairs and members of the Action Team #1 

“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” of 

the Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations 

Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE 

III) I would like to take this opportuinty to give a brief report of the activity 

of the action team of its work in the time schedule designated for the team. 

The action team began its work in 2001 and organized its first meeting in the 

margins of the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of COPUOS in February 

2002. The team suceeded to carry out one of its principle tasks, preparing 

the report of the team for submission to the Scientific and Technical 

Subcommittee of COPUOS in due time last December. The team organized 

four meetings in the margins of STS-COPUOS and COPUOS meetings to 

discuss the issues before the action taem particularly preapring its report 

with the members of the team. The fifth meeting of the action team 

convened this morning to continue discussions about the future activities of 

the team. 

With the membership of 23 countries and 10 international, national and non-

governmantal organiaztions the team targets the following aims: 

 To address the needs and requirements for use and protection of 

environment through improvement and control methods approved by 

different countries, and  

 To develop a comprehensive worldwide environmental monitoring 

strategy for long-term global observations by building on existing 

space and ground capabilities. 

 

Sharing of data between the countries and organizations, enhancing the 

partnership between relevant national, regional and internatinal institutions, 

and the availability of the satellite data for the planners, decision makers as 

well as specialists and scientists involved in the issues related to the 



environmental monoitoring are given the great importance by the team. The 

team believes that greater scientific and technical coopeartion, knowledge 

enhancement and exchanging of the experiences, and development of the 

policies leading to sustainable environmental development are among the  

basic actions that should be carried out for the fulfillment of the goals of the 

action team. 

While the taem concluds an important stage of its activity by preparing its 

report to the subcommittee, we believe that the team is in the begining  of 

the way for practicalizing the results and outcomes of its work in the recent 

two years.  

The action team sincerely extends its graet appreciation to the office for 

Outer Space Affairs (OOSA) and the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee of 

COPUOS for the continued support of the team for carrying out its tasks, and 

hopes that with the further supports from OOSA and STS-COPUOS will be 

able to accomplish one of the Recommendations of the UNISPACE-III.        

 

Thank You 

 


