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[Tentative] 

Agenda of the 12
th

 Meeting of the   

Action Team number 1 of the Recommendations of UNISPACEIII 

“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring 
Strategy” 

Monday, 16
th

 June 2008 

Vienna, Austria  

Room C0713, Vienna International Center 
13:00-15:30 hrs. 

 
13:00    Opening and welcome note by the co-chairs  

 
13:05     Introduction of participants and election of the meeting 

chairman   
 
13:15  Approval of the Agenda  
 
13:20 Adoption of the minutes of the Action Team’s 11th 

meeting, held on 8th June 2007  
 

13:25 Briefing to the Meeting on the activities carried out by the 
team or Members of the Team since the 11th meeting of 
the Action Team on 8th June 2007 by the co-chair of the 
Action Team 

 

13:35 Feed-backs to the decisions made in the 11th Meeting of 
the action team and Plan of Action which was revised in 
course of the 9th meeting of the team (attached), and 
further discussion on ways to implement the Plan of 
Action and briefing the Meeting by the appointed 
coordinators of the pilot projects 

 

14:15 Break 

 

14:20 Continuation of the discussion on the Plan of Action and 
the ways to remove the hurdles ahead 

 

15:00    Conclusions 
 
15:20 next meeting: venue and date 
 
15:30      Adjourn 
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Minutes of the meeting 

 

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on 

the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) 

 

ACTION TEAM NO. 1 

   

Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy 
 

Eleventh Meeting, 8 June 2007, Vienna, Austria 

 

 

1. The eleventh meeting of Action team #1, to Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide 

Environmental Monitoring Strategy, was held in Vienna, Austria, on Friday, 8 June 2006. The 

participants adopted the agenda of the meeting (Annex I). 

 

2. The representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, United Kingdom, Republic of Syria, 

Young Generation Advisory Council, and UN-OOSA attended the meeting.  

 

3. The co-chair of the Islamic Republic of Iran was elected the Chairman of the meeting. The 

Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the participants. 

 

4. The participants adopted the draft minutes of the tenth meeting of the Action Team that was 

held on 9
th

 June 2007 on the margins of the forty-ninth session of the Committee on the Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) (Annex II). 

 

5. The Chairman of the meeting, Mr. Parviz Tarikhi, representative of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran briefed the meeting about the activities that was carried out since the last meeting of the team 

in June 2006. He referred to the problems that the team was facing in holding its meetings regularly 

in the past and hoped that the team will convene its future meeting regularly. He further emphasized 

on the assistance that can be made by OOSA in persuading the international organizations involved 

in global monitoring like the EOS, IGOS and GEOSS for support of the work of the team. In 

addition he welcomed the cooperation of the Action Team number 11 and joining force of the both 

teams for further effective results.   

 

6. The floor was then opened for discussion. The representative of the United Kingdom referred 

the problems in interfacing with different international organization involved in global 

environmental monitoring, and emphasized on the need for clarifying the scopes and functions of 

the Action Team number 1 to draw the support and assistance of those bodies.  

 

7. The representative of OOSA also announced that OOSA as ever before is capable of 

organizing the meetings of the action team, its commutations and the distribution of the 

information. He further indicated the readiness of OOSA for setting up and hosting a homepage for 

posting the information and functions of the action team for broader audience than the members of 

the action team. Moreover the representative of OOSA showed the readiness of the Office for 

establishing some linkage between the team and some international bodies like IGOS.  

 

8. The representative of the Republic of Syria requested about the availability of the earth space 

data to the team through OOSA. 

 

9. The representative of OOSA confirmed the availability of such data in limited form in the 

context of its access to some specific data under UN Charter for Major Disasters and SPIDER 

program.  
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10. The representative of OOSA further emphasized on the cooperation between action teams 1 

and 11 and hoped that the teams chairs to negotiate on the cooperation in the future.     

 

11. The Chairman recalled that at the previous meetings participants agreed to assign 

responsibilities among themselves, as follows: the representative of Syria confirmed his interest in 

the pilot project on desertification (i) and proposed to develop a feasibility study in cooperation 

with Nigeria, while the representatives of Iran and the Russian Federation confirmed their interest 

in the pilot project on the establishment of an institute on the use of integrated comprehensive data 

in environmental monitoring (ii) and agreed to prepare a technical background paper with 

administrative and financial breakdowns. The Chairman further regretted of the lack of reflections 

to that agreement from the assigned representatives. 

 

12. The representative of Young Generation Advisory Council referring to the capabilities and 

potentials of the Council in accessing broader audience particularly young generation, expressed the 

readiness of the Council in assisting for setting up a homepage for the team for broader 

communication and drawing more audience. 

 

13. The Chairman of the meeting proposed joint cooperation of OOSA and Young Generation 

Advisory Council for establishing such the homepage for the Action Team. All present members of 

the meeting agreed to conduct the consultations during the next week of this COPUOS session to 

discuss in more detail the structure of the proposed homepage and reflect it to OOSA accordingly.   

 

14. The Team agreed to hold its twelfth meeting on the margins of the next Scientific and 

Technical Subcommittee of COPUOS in 2008. The date and venue of the meeting will be 

announced to the members after finalizing with OOSA. 
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Plan of Action (as revised in course of the 9
th

 meeting of the Action Team on 24
th

 February 2006)  
 

Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations 

Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space  

(UNISPACE III) 
“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” 

 

Outline of the Plan of Action [provisional draft] 
 

Aims: 

(i) to launch a worldwide strategy for environmental monitoring, ensuring the 

sustainable use of ecosystems and promoting regional cooperation on critical 

environmental issues.  

(ii) to concentrate resources and efforts on achieving greater technical and scientific 

cooperation, enhancing knowledge and exchange of experience among countries 

and organizations, developing policies leading to sustainable environmental 

development and building upon the current development and national 

environmental action plans and rural development strategies; 

 

Technical components of the Strategy:  

(i) networking and knowledge-sharing;  

(ii) capacity- building of national and regional organizations;  

(iii) regional systems for collection and distribution of information; and  

(iv) space technology applications for environmental monitoring.  

(Each of these components will consist of a set of outputs, which will be delivered through 

specific activities) 

 

The most effective solution: 

to develop an institutional mechanism, consisting of interdisciplinary activities with scientific, 

technical, economic, political and legal aspects and that is constantly active on a global scale in 

the interests of environmental protection and for the benefit of all countries.  

 

This mechanism should gradually evolve towards the creation of a united environmental 

monitoring system, with the following key features:  

(i) globally acceptable, integrated and comprehensive;  

(ii) supported by data collection systems at the national, regional and global levels and 

coordinated well-structured with socio- economic information systems;  

(iii) containing effective tools for data analysis and processing to produce information 

and generate knowledge accessible to officials and the general public;  

(iv) well known to policy and decision makers for its presentation of data and 

information in an easily understandable format; 

 

First steps: 

1. a resolution of the General Assembly that defines the status of the monitoring 

system. At the early stages of establishing the monitoring system, a strategy for 

integrated, comprehensive environmental monitoring could be implemented 

through pilot projects, which would allow local communities to take practical 

steps and to test and practice the main technological approaches and basic 

ideas. 

 

2. to expand and develop its activities and coverage of work by accepting new 

members; 
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The Action Team has initiated two pilot projects previously that is in line with what is 

recognized necessary as the most effective solution:  

(i) remote sensing applications for monitoring of desertification and  

(ii) the other for the establishment of an institute on the use of integrated 

comprehensive data in environmental monitoring, with a series of workshops 

and training activities as well as regional canters for environmental monitoring. 

 

Schedule of the work for Year 2005 and beyond:   

 
Phases of progression Date 

Establishing two separate groups from the team members for 

feasibility study on both the pilot projects (i) and (ii)  

 

10 June 2006 

Conducting the feasibility study for both the projects by two 

groups 
20 June to 30 September 

2006 
Preparing a draft proposal for both the pilot projects by the 

assigned groups 

 

1-30 October 2006 

Circulating the draft proposals to the members and receiving 

the feedbacks 
1 November to 30 

December 2006 
Finalizing the proposals and submission of the proposal to 

OOSA 

 

the meeting of Action 

Team in the margins of 44 

STS-COPUOS meeting in 

February 2007 
Deciding on the way of the continuation of the work the meeting of Action 

Team in the margins of 44 

STS-COPUOS meeting in 

February 2007 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


