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Draft minutes of the meeting

Implementation of the Recommendations of the Third United Nations Conference on
the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III)

ACTION TEAM NO. 1

Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy

Tenth Meeting, 9 June 2006, Vienna, Austria

1. The tenth meeting of Action team #1, to Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide
Environmental Monitoring Strategy, was held in Vienna, Austria, on Friday, 9 June 2006. The
participants adopted the agenda of the meeting (Annex I).

2. The representatives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the Russian
Federation, the United Kingdom, Australia, the Chairman of Action Team 11 on Sustainable
Development, Dr. Adigun Ade Abiodun of Nigeria, and UN-OOSA attended the meeting.

3. The Chairman of the Russian Federation was elected Chairman of the meeting. The Chairman
opened the meeting by welcoming the participants.

4. The participants adopted the draft minutes of the ninth meeting of the Action Team that was
held on 24 February 2006 on the margins of the forty-third session of the Scientific and technical
Subcommittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) (Annex II).

5. At the opening of the meeting, Dr. Abiodun regretted that Mr. Parviz Tarikhi, representative
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and co-chair of Action Team 1 could not attend the meeting and
requested his presence at the future meetings of the Action Team for the sake of its work.

6. The Chairman briefed the participants on the history of the Action Team and activities carried
out since its establishment, described the main content of the Final report of the Action Team and
two pilot projects agreed by the Action Team as contained in the Plan of Action presented at the
eighth meeting, as well as difficulties and problems encountered in implementing them.

7. The floor was opened for discussion. The Chairman of Action Team 11, Dr. Abiodun,
reiterated his view on the need of identifying a specific strategy and policy to be carried out and
indicated that the need of developing a feasibility study for each of the pilot projects was of critical
importance for their implementation. He also highlighted the importance of taking into account and
involving institutions and organizations already working on these issues, such as UNEP and FAO,
among others. He also reiterated the view that the projects should be led particularly by those
countries directly impacted by the desertification problems such as the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Syria and Libya.

8. The Chairman then recalled that at the previous meeting participants agreed to assign
responsibilities among themselves, as follows: the representative of Syria confirmed his interest in
the pilot project on desertification (i) and proposed to develop a feasibility study in cooperation
with Nigeria, while the representatives of Iran and the Russian Federation confirmed their interest
in the pilot project on the establishment of an institute on the use of integrated comprehensive data
in environmental monitoring (ii) and agreed to prepare a technical background paper with
administrative and financial breakdowns.
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9. Nevertheless, he also noticed the difficulties in attending the meeting for some of the
participants involved in the above-mentioned assignments. He then proposed to focus on regional
expertise present at the meeting and the floor was then given to the representative of Libya.

10. The representative of Libya, who was invited to attend the meeting ,briefed the participants on
the regional programmes and cooperation, such as the cooperation Libya-Tunis, being carried out in
Libya to combat the problems of natural and man-made desertification and droughts. He also
informed on the difficulties encountered in carrying out this cooperation, such as the lack of a
regular exchange of data and information versus the limited availability of information and data
(“spot-data”), and the need to collect data at a wider level, involving more actors, and comparing
them. He further informed that these difficulties have a negative impact on reaching the expected
results from the programmes.

11. The Chairman addressed the possibilities to apply existing technologies, current and archival
remote sensing data for supporting the pilot project on desertification. The representative of the UK
reviewed additional technical details for desertification studying.

12. Dr. Abiodun indicated that, for successful results in implementing such a project, synergies at
the local and the global level should be merged as well as external with internal supports.

13. The Chairman, in answer to Dr. Abiodun‘s statement, brought up the example of projects
carried out in Kazakhstan by using the scientific means locally available and seeking for
Governmental support at the same time.

14. Participants then proposed Libya to take the lead of the project on desertification, given its
practical experience and being a country directly impacted by the desertification and drought
problems. They then advised on further steps for implementing this project. These steps included
extending the methodology and experience gained to other countries with the same problem. Some
participants offered their full support on means, expertise, data and information available in their
respective countries to be provided to Libya(Australia, The United Kingdom and the Russian
Federation) and proposed that Libya prepare a draft feasibility study to be discussed
intersessionally by email and at the next meeting of the Team.

15. The participants of the meeting thanked the representative of OOSA for preparing a research
paper on desertification which was made available to the participants and was a valuable source of
information and contribution to the work of the Action Team.

16. The Team agreed to hold its eleventh meeting on the margins of the next Scientific and
Technical Subcommittee of COPUOS in 2007. The exact date of the meeting will be announced to
the Members after finalizing with OOSA.
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Draft agenda of the meeting 

 

Agenda of the 10
th

 Meeting  
 

Action Team Meeting for the Recommendation 1 of UNISPACEIII 

“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” 

 
Friday, 9

th
 June 2006 

Vienna, Austria  

Room C0727, Vienna International Center 
09:00-12:00 hrs. 

 

09:00    Opening and welcome note by one of the co-chairs  
 
09:05     Presentation of participants and election of the meeting 

chairman   
 
09:15  Approval of the Agenda  
 
09:20 Adoption of the minutes of the Action Team’s 9th meeting, 

held on 24th February 2006  

 

09:25 Briefing the members on the activities carried out by the 
team since the 9th meeting of the Action Team on 24th 
February 2005 by the co-chair of the Action Team 

 

09:35 Feed-backs to the decisions made in the 9th meeting of 
the action team and Plan of Action which was revised in 
course of the 9th meeting of the team (attached), and 
further discussion to implement the Plan of Action  

 

10:35 Break 

 

10:45 Continuation of the discussion on the Plan of Action  

 

11:30    Conclusions 
 

11:50 next meeting: venue and date 
 
12:00      Adjourn 
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Plan of Action (as revised in course of the 9
th

 meeting of the Action Team on 24
th

 February 2006)  
 

Implementation of the recommendations of the Third United Nations 

Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space  

(UNISPACE III) 
“Develop a Comprehensive Worldwide Environmental Monitoring Strategy” 

 

Outline of the Plan of Action [provisional draft] 
 

Aims: 

(i) to launch a worldwide strategy for environmental monitoring, ensuring the 

sustainable use of ecosystems and promoting regional cooperation on critical 

environmental issues.  

(ii) to concentrate resources and efforts on achieving greater technical and scientific 

cooperation, enhancing knowledge and exchange of experience among countries 

and organizations, developing policies leading to sustainable environmental 

development and building upon the current development and national 

environmental action plans and rural development strategies; 

 

Technical components of the Strategy:  

(i) networking and knowledge-sharing;  

(ii) capacity- building of national and regional organizations;  

(iii) regional systems for collection and distribution of information; and  

(iv) space technology applications for environmental monitoring.  

(Each of these components will consist of a set of outputs, which will be delivered through 

specific activities) 

 

The most effective solution: 

to develop an institutional mechanism, consisting of interdisciplinary activities with scientific, 

technical, economic, political and legal aspects and that is constantly active on a global scale in 

the interests of environmental protection and for the benefit of all countries.  

 

This mechanism should gradually evolve towards the creation of a united environmental 

monitoring system, with the following key features:  

(i) globally acceptable, integrated and comprehensive;  

(ii) supported by data collection systems at the national, regional and global levels and 

coordinated well-structured with socio- economic information systems;  

(iii) containing effective tools for data analysis and processing to produce information 

and generate knowledge accessible to officials and the general public;  

(iv) well known to policy and decision makers for its presentation of data and 

information in an easily understandable format; 

 

First steps: 

1. a resolution of the General Assembly that defines the status of the monitoring 

system. At the early stages of establishing the monitoring system, a strategy for 

integrated, comprehensive environmental monitoring could be implemented 

through pilot projects, which would allow local communities to take practical 

steps and to test and practice the main technological approaches and basic 

ideas. 

 

2. to expand and develop its activities and coverage of work by accepting new 

members; 
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The Action Team has initiated two pilot projects previously that is in line with what is 

recognized necessary as the most effective solution:  

(i) remote sensing applications for monitoring of desertification and  

(ii) the other for the establishment of an institute on the use of integrated 

comprehensive data in environmental monitoring, with a series of workshops 

and training activities as well as regional canters for environmental monitoring. 

 

Schedule of the work for Year 2005 and beyond:   

 
Phases of progression Date 

Establishing two separate groups from the team members for 

feasibility study on both the pilot projects (i) and (ii)  

 

10 June 2006 

Conducting the feasibility study for both the projects by two 

groups 
20 June to 30 September 

2006 
Preparing a draft proposal for both the pilot projects by the 

assigned groups 

 

1-30 October 2006 

Circulating the draft proposals to the members and receiving 

the feedbacks 
1 November to 30 

December 2006 
Finalizing the proposals and submission of the proposal to 

OOSA 

 

the meeting of Action 

Team in the margins of 44 

STS-COPUOS meeting in 

February 2007 
Deciding on the way of the continuation of the work the meeting of Action 

Team in the margins of 44 

STS-COPUOS meeting in 

February 2007 
 

 
 


